
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

KBTC public television enriches lives through programs and services 

that entertain, educate, inspire and are locally relevant. Our programs 

reflect the dive rse values and perspectives of w estern Washington 

communities.  
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LOCAL 
VALUE 

 

KBTC is dedicated to serving 
the South Puget Sound and 
western Washington by telling 
the stories of its people, places, 
happenings and diverse history. 
Stories, which otherwise, might 
go untold or underappreciated. 
We also strive to give local and 
regional issues and concerns 
and their advocates a fair and 
civilized hearing ς to facilitate 
and promote awareness,   
understanding, education and 
citizenship. 
 

KBTC promotes early childhood 
education through partnerships 
with community organizations, 
schools  and libraries. We share 
the power of PBS kids programs 
and help parents, teachers and 
caregivers ƎŜǘ ƪƛŘǎ άǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ 
ƭŜŀǊƴΦέ 

 

Same-sex marriage, legalizing 
marijuana, gun safety and the 
law, the local economy and 
jobs ς KBTCΩǎ άbƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ 
Nowέ returned to the air 
presenting the issues that have 
western Washington talking, 
debating  and voting. 
 

Special program screenings 
and events help connect the 
community to KBTC programs 
and issues in a very personal 
way. 
 

Y.¢/Ωǎ Ŝducational tools and 
programs enrich our local 
partnerships and deliver the 
power of public television kids 
programming to teachers, 
parents, caregivers and 
children throughout Pierce and 
surrounding Counties. 
 
 

Thousands of our kids have 
received a healthy, FUN dose 
of reading, writing, art, 
science and math. 
 

Scores of parents, teachers 
and caregivers have learned 
how to use public television 
more effectively in their 
homes, classrooms and care 
facilities. 
 

Through program screening 
events, hundreds of our 
neighbors, viewers and 
members have experienced 
our programs up close and 
personally. Our goal is to help 
western Washington achieve 
our motto: άexplore your 
ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ 
 

KBTC is a service of Bates 
Technical College. Together, 
we provide life-long learning. 
 
 

ά²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ children was an 

extraordinary experience. It warmed my 

ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎΦέ 

     - Cyndie Phelps, KBTC Volunteer 

 

   

                               

LOCAL 
IMPACT 

 

2012 KEY 

SERVICES 



 
 
 
 
 

Beginning with the South Sound area of Tacoma and Pierce 
County, our programming and services spread throughout 
western Washington serving communities from top to bottom. 
 

With this reach is a commitment to telling the stories that make 
Washington special, discussing the issues that reflect the present 
and exploring the paths that will shape tomorrow. 
 

These accomplishments represent unique partnerships with 
community organizations, cable operators, commercial broadcasters 
and our viewers and members. 
 

This year KBTC added another transmitter - channel 16 in Seattle. 
This signal fills the reception shadows in downtown, west Seattle 
and across the Sound created by tall buildings, trees, hills and other 
terrain. 
 

KBTC was also awarded funds from the WARN Grant, round 2. 
²!wb ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǊƻƴȅƳ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ά²ŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ !ƭŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ 
Network.έ The funds were directed to purchasing power generators, 

Uninterrupted Power Supplies (UPS) and other electrical equipment to assure continued operations during 
emergency situations. For several communities in western Washington, KBTC is the only source of emergency 
information. 
 
KBTC partnered with Comcast Cable to help inform viewers about the final switch 
to digital cable delivery. As part of that digital conversion, KBTC is now seen in High 
Definition throughout western Washington on channel 108 and MHz Worldview 
(our second channel) is available on channel 79. 
 
PROGRAMMING 

 

KBTC is the only fully digital, high definition broadcasting and production facility in western Washington south of 
King County (Seattle). Our digital broadcast service includes three programming streams: 

 

KBTC-1 (HD) is our primary, high definition service which includes a variety of PBS 
favorites, programs from other noncommercial providers, and KBTC documentaries, 
specials and series such as Full Focus and Northwest Now. 
 
 

KBTC-2 (SD) provides news, public affairs and entertainment from around the world, 
including: Al Jazeera English, Beijing TV, Deutsche Welle, euroNews, France 24, NHK 
World TV, SABC News International, to name but a few. The channel also includes 
independent producers and original MHz Networks productions. 

 

Worldview on KBTC-2 serves as a liaison in bringing programs and understanding from 
around the world to western Washington audiences.  
 
KBTC-3 (SD) is one of our partnerships. TVW covers state government and politics and is 
available on the web and Comcast Cable. That leaves a large number of viewers without 
access. KBTC broadcasts the 24/7 TVW programming to serve these viewers. In addition,  
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we broadcast Inside Olympia, The Impact and Well Read on our primary channel ς making these programs 
available to satellite viewers. 
 
LOCAL PRODUCTION 
 

KBTC is dedicated to serving the South Sound and western Washington by telling the stories of its people, 
places, happenings and history. Stories which otherwise might be untold or underappreciated. We also strive to 
give local issues and concerns and their advocates a fair and civilized hearing ς to promote understanding, 
education and citizenship. 
 
The Emmy Award winning, Full FocusΣ ƛǎ Y.¢/Ωǎ thirty minute documentary 
series. 2012 Stories included: 

 
RUSTON.  Ruston, WA was born as a mining encampment next to the Tacoma 
Smelting and Refining Company during the Industrial Revolution. William R. 
wǳǎǘ ǎƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŜƭǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DǳƎƎŜƴƘŜƛƳ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ {ƳŜƭǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
Refining Company (ASARCO) who operated the smelter until 1985 when 
environmental regulations forced its closure. Author Karen Pickett and other 
citizens tell the fascinating story of how this historical town has evolved.  
 

WEATHERING THE STORM. For years, local and regional weather forecasters had 
been at a disadvantage ς their view of the Pacific Ocean and Washington 
coast was blocked by the Olympic Mountains. Monitoring and predicting 
storm systems approaching the state and region was difficult, at best. All that 
changed this year as a new Doppler Radar station went online and gave 
meteorologists, and the public, their first unobstructed view of weather 
systems in the Pacific. The new Doppler Radar station offers something more 
ς a system that allows observers to measure the size and intensity of storm 
precipitation. This new information helps predict the severity and impact of 
weather systems approaching the state. 
 
SUMI-E ART. Sumi-e means Japanese Ink Painting and was handed down from China to 
Korea to Japan after the 13th century, A.D.  It is rooted in the Zen philosophy and 
ŎŀƭƭƛƎǊŀǇƘȅΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǳōǘƭŜ ŀǊǘ ŦƻǊƳΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ 
ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎǇǳǊ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿŜǊΩǎ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎŎŜƴŜΦ  
Most people may recognize the most painted Sumi-e subject, bamboo.  This episode of 
FULL FOCUS profiles three local, Puget Sound Sumi-e artists: Selinda Sheridan, Bill Colby 
and Fumiko Kimura.  Fumiko is one of the founders of the Puget Sound Sumi-e !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ 
group, which celebrated its 25th anniversary in 2011. 
 
 

STELLAR. Native American style flutes produce haunting tones that can 
capture the imagination. Begun almost as an avocation, the Stellar Flute 
Company is a small, family-owned business in western Washington that 
produces world-class instruments. This program profiles the Stewart 
family, talks with some of the musicians that make the flutes sing and 
listens to the calming music that emanates from these musical works of art. 
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RAILROAD TIES. The railroads brought people, industry and vitality to the 
western United States ς ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ άǘǿƛƴ-
ŎƛǘƛŜǎέ ƻŦ /ƘŜƘŀƭƛǎ ŀƴŘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭƛŀΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ муллΩǎ, trains carrying 
freight, lumber and passengers thundered through one after another and 
the cities flourished. Businesses and hotels sprung up around the rail 
lines, and in 1912 two new train depots were built to help keep up with 
demand. Bootlegging, bordellos, presidential stumping and Japanese-
American deportation make up part of the life mosaic of these treasured 
depots. One hundred years later, these depots are ready for their 
centennial celebration. 
 

 
A BEAUTIFUL LIFE.  In June of 2008, Carol Decker of Enumclaw was like any 
other expectant mother: full of anticipation and eagerly awaiting the 
arrival of her second child. But in a matter of hours, a massive infection 
had her fighting for her life. The infection resulted in blindness and the 
amputation of three limbs. For four years, Carol has battled intense pain, 
despair and frustration - but is now embarking upon a career as a 
motivational speaker helping others deal with similar challenges. 
 

 

RESTORING THE COMET.   Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ commercial jetliner. In the 
wake of  World War Two, the British De Havilland Comet took to the 
skies and took the world by surprise. The Comet was sleek, fast and 
comfortable; and it was way ahead of Boeing which was building the 
biggest, and now the last, propeller driven passenger plane.  
 

.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳŜǘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ƧŜǘ ŀƎŜ 
aerodynamics, altitude and pressurization, and structural stress. The 
planes began to fall from the skies. By the time the errors had been 
ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ .ƻŜƛƴƎΩǎ 
rugged 707 and the Comet faded into aviation history. Today, a dedicated group of volunteers with the 
Museum of Flight are lovingly and painstakingly renovating a Comet so it can take its rightful place on the 
ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ƭƛƴŜΦ  
 
Special Documentary 
 
For The Love Of Fabric: The 2012 Pacific West Quilt Show.  The Puget 
Sound and the Pacific Northwest is home to a very large quilting and 
sewing community. KBTC airs more needle arts programming than any 
other station in the country.  
 

As thousands of quilters came together for their second juried show and 
convention in Tacoma, KBTC was there to record the activity, visit with 
the artists and highlight the winning quilts. 
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{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ƛǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ ¦ǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘΦ Y.¢/ welcomed Tom 
Layson as the new Producer/Host of Northwest Now ς our weekly current 
events/public affairs program.  
 

Tom and his guests go beyond the headlines to provide perspective on the issues 
that have western Washington talking. But this is more than just studio 
discussions - our cameras go into the community to add a visual dimension to the topics under consideration. 

Viewer comments and questions are also part of the show as they 
connect with us through the web and social media. Northwest Now 
is a place for Washingtonians to connect and converse. Topics in 
2012 included: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Election Night 2012. KBTC (Northwest Now) partnered with TVW to provide local and regional 
election results and commentary. From 8pm to 9pm KBTC and TVW teamed up for an hour of 
extensive election news. bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ bƻǿ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Y.¢/Ωǎ 
regular programming from 7pm to 11pm. All of Northwest NowΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ 
were available on the KBTC web site and mobile platforms. 
 
SPECIAL SHORT FEATURES 
 

We continued our partnerships with non-profit organizations to produce short-form, educational messages 
that air during breaks between regular programming. 
 
Lakewold Gardens offers landscape architecture by Thomas Church surrounded by 
rare and native plants, state champion trees, over 900 Rhododendrons, 30 Japanese 
Maples and stunning statuary. A Washington State historic landmark, Lakewold's 
Georgian-style mansion and historic architecture complete the 10 acres. KBTC and 
Lakewold Gardens continued to produce a series of one-minute gardening tips for the 
Northwest. 
 
 
Lindquist Dental Clinic for Children, with four South Sound locations, provides quality 
dental service to children aged 0 through 18 regardless of their family's ability to 
pay.  Accepting most insurance programs, there is a sliding fee scale based on income 
and family size for patients who are uninsured or under insured.  KBTC and Lindquist 
Dental continued the popular, one-minute dental health tips which air between our 
kids programs. 
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Same-sex Marriage 
Legalizing Marijuana 
Gun Safety & Legislation 
Employment ς ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ Wƻō {ŜŀǊŎƘ 
Reporter Roundtable 
Real Estate / Flood Plain Tax 
Candidates for Governor 
I-1240 Charter Schools 
American Graduate Initiative 

Maritime Industry 
Mariners Baseball  
The Business of Mariners Baseball 
Whooping Cough/Immunization  
New 10th Congressional District 
Food Insecure & the Hungry 
Pierce County Transit Tax 
Election Night Coverage 
TacomaΩǎ Museum District 

 

 



 
 
 
 
VIEWER/MEMBER EVENTS AND OUTREACH 
 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмн ǿŀǎ Y.¢/Ωǎ  рлth anniversary and we celebrated all year long. In 
addition to on-air acknowledgments from community leaders and national program 
hosts, KBTC ǎŀƛŘ άǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέ ǘƻ its volunteers and past staff members at a special 
reception at Lakewold Gardens. 
 

The 50th celebration concluded with a Black Tie Gala at the Tacoma Convention 
Center featuring silent and live auctions, formal dinner and program, and dancing 
to the music of the popular local band, The Beatniks. Our special guests were Paula 
Kerger, President of PBS and Mark Walberg, host of Antiques Roadshow. 
 
 
¢ƻ άŀƳǇƭƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ,έ Y.¢/ ƘŜƭŘ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǾŜƴǳŜǎ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ 
partners. These events provided an opportunity for KBTC staff, program participants and local experts to meet 
and visit with KBTC viewers, members and friends. 
 

Nearly always filled to capacity, these screening events included:   
 
 

 Weathering The Storm ς the Full Focus episode about the new 
Doppler Radar station had particular appeal to viewers in Lewis 
County, devastated by a historic flood in the mid 1970s. More than 
30 people gathered at the Lewis County Museum to watch the 
program and talk with a weathercaster from NOAA. 
 

KBTC was then invited to Forks near the Washington coast where a 
dozen folks gathered in the Olympic Natural Resources Center to 
watch and discuss the program. 
 

KIRO, Channel 7 (CBS) Meteorologist, Rebecca Stevens, was 
interviewed for the documentary. Special arrangements were 
made for the CBS affiliate to air the program on March 17th, 
without commercial interruption. 
 

 Railroad Ties ς The Centennial celebration of the Centralia and 
Chehalis railroad stations provided a fitting backdrop for this 
special screening at the Lewis County Museum (Chehalis Train 
Station) on May 1st. Over 50 people attended the screening 
including KBTC members, city and county officials and museum 
patrons. 

 

 Sherlock ς series 2 ς Open to Bates Technical College students, 
staff and friends, KBTC provided a lunchtime, άōǊƻǿƴ ōŀƎέ ǎƴŜŀƪ 
peek of part of the first episode of Sherlock from Masterpiece-
Mystery. 
  

 Downton Abbey ς The multi-award winning British costume drama 
took America by storm. With the anticipation for season three at a  
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fever pitch, KBTC treated viewers to a free reception and preview screening 
of the first hour of episode 1. A rousing success, the event was held at the 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ά[ŀƴŘƳŀǊƪ hƴ ¢ƘŜ {ƻǳƴŘέ with nearly 250 guests enjoying cakes, 
cookies, sweet breads, wine, coffee and tea. Costumes were optional and 
many guests arrived in period costumes as Lords and Ladies, Servant Staff 
and one WWI aviator. KBTC staff wore period dress as well. 

 

 Concert events ς KBTC hosted and greeted members at events featuring 
George Donaldson, Celtic Thunder, Celtic Woman, Leonard Cohen, Chris 
Isaak, and Straight No Chaser. 

 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
KBTC is proud to be part of American Graduate ς the public media initiative 
funded by the Corporation Of Public Broadcasting (CPB) to help communities 
across America find solutions to the dropout crisis. KBTC has received two 
consecutive grants for this work. 
 
¢ŀŎƻƳŀΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ project is called American Graduate: Find An Hour, which 
focuses on recruiting mentors through actively engaging community partners. Our goal is to connect 
community members to mentor opportunities serving at-risk youth in their neighborhoods. Community 
Partners include: Find An Hour, College Success Foundation, Communities In Schools, Peace Community Center, 
The REACH Center, Tacoma 360, Write @ 253, Tacoma Public Schools, Read 2 Me and Washington State 
Mentors. 
 
Building a Grad Nation ς KBTC hosted a community forum to discuss the high school drop-out problem. Held in 
the Bates Technical College Auditorium, forum panelists included Tacoma Public Schools, local business and 
community organizations. 
 
American Graduate Day ς KBTC hosted, in-studio, over 50 community leaders to watch and participate in a 
national/local broadcast. The gathering included a forum where students shared their academic experiences 
and the Mentor Exchange was launched. The Mentor Exchange involved additional meetings and activities 
during the year. 
 
KBTC is a founding member of First 5 Fundamentals of Pierce County. This 
ŎƻƴǎƻǊǘƛǳƳ ƻŦ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ пл ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ άŀƭƭ tƛŜǊŎŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 
children start school ready-to-ƭŜŀǊƴΦέ KBTC continues to be actively involved with the 
organization and holds a seat on the executive committee. 
 
Y.¢/ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ό¢ŀŎƻƳŀύ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜ. 
 
We proudly support our local military families at Joint Base Lewis-McChord. KBTC has 
been given unprecedented access to the base as an education partner. Our educational 
activities were enjoyed by 2,700 kids and 1,350 adults. 
 

 Library Summer Reading Party ς 200 kids, 100 adults 

 Kids Fest ς 2,500 kids, 1,000 adults 

 Parent University ς  250 adults 
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Hugely popular and growing across the county, FETCH! Club with Ruff Ruffman is an 
afterschool program for kids grades 3 ς 5 that is run in partnership with Pierce County 
Libraries. Kids work in teams to solve fun science and engineering challenges from the 
popular PBS series Fetch! With Ruff Ruffman. 885 kids attended  46 activities at 11 libraries. 
 

The /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Museum of Tacoma and KBTC host monthly, PBS Kids themed events 
throughout the year ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Y.¢/Ωǎ wŜŀŘȅ ¢ƻ [ŜŀǊƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ. The activities revolve around a 
popular PBS Kids show or character and focus on a specific math or literacy skill. 288 kids and 
221 adults attended these creative and fun activities. 
 
 

 
Every year, KBTC holds a PBS Kids Go! Writers and Illustrators Contest for kids in 
grades K-3. 32 kids entered the contest which runs from January through March. We 
partnered with Live Paint to host, in our studio, a free, interactive workshop where 
21 kids and their parents learned how to tell stories with art. 
 
 
Our free, Exploring Kids TV workshops explore how to make TV time educational for 
children. 65 adults attended these 60 minute workshops to answer questions parents 
and caregivers have about TV, including: 
 

ω How much TV do kids watch? 
ω How does TV influence them? 
ω ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ άŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭέ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴΚ 
ω How can TV be a teaching tool? 

 
 
Kbtckids.org is a premier educational website created specifically for local South Sound 
families. Designed for kids and parents to explore together, the website is a safe and 
trusted place to watch PBS childrenΩǎ shows, play PBS games and discover ways to get 
involved. There is also a section just for parents which includes parenting videos 
featuring leading professionals in the field of early learning. The site enjoyed 3,540 
unique visitors, 5,657 total visitors with 13,072 page views. 
 
The PBS Kids Go! Fun Finder is an online, interactive calendar designed for kids six to ten  
years old. Kids create their own calendar by choosing from several PBS backgrounds, 
looking for events in their local community or creating their own, dragging and dropping 
the events onto their calendar and sharing with others by printing the calendar or saving 
it online. 

 
Each Fall KBTC ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ IŜŀǊǘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Heart Walk. This year we brought our Mobile 
Technology Lab to introduce kids, parents and others to PBS Kids educational games and media. The lab also 
ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƘǳƎŜƭȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ¢ŀŎƻƳŀΩǎ Ethnic Fest. These activities connected with more than 2000 
kids and 1,200 adults. 
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READY TO LEARN  
IN THE HILLTOP NEIGHBORHOOD 

 

Reach in the Community: 
 

In the Fall of 2011, KBTC was selected by CPB to be a Ready To 
Learn demonstration station. With the award, KBTC launched the 
Ready To Learn In The Hilltop Neighborhood project. The purpose 
of the initiative is to increase math and reading skills of low 
income children living in the Hilltop Community of Tacoma. We 
do this by partnering with community organizations to develop a 
360-degree approach to informal learning using PBS Kids media. 
 

!ƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƛǎ Y.¢/Ωǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
Tacoma Housing Authority (THA). How can children learn if 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƘǳƴƎǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇΚ ¢ƘƻǎŜ are issues 
THA began to address for fifty families in the McCarver 
Elementary School Special Housing project. By making a 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ 
housing assistance, job training and life coaching over the next 
five years. KBTC partnered with THA to be the main educational 
content provider for these children in and out of the school 
setting. 
 

RTL activities included a special Spring break camp, monthly PBS 
thŜƳŜŘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳǎŜǳƳ of Tacoma, a 
mobile technology lab at Wright Park, numerous parent and 
Educator trainings and the use of PBS KIDS games in Summer 
camp and after school programs at the Boys & Girls Club and the 
Peace Community Center. 
 

Partnerships: 
 

Tacoma Housing Authority 
Boys and Girls Club of South Puget Sound     
Tacoma Metro Parks                          
Peace Community Center                   
McCarver Elementary School           
Stanley Elementary School                 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳǎŜǳƳ of Tacoma 
 

Impact and Community Feedback: 
 

Tyler was a struggling first grader. Learning was difficult, often 
derailed by distraction and disciplinary problems. School officials 
were concerned as he entered Spring Break Camp. But the RTL 
curriculum and one-on-one mentoring he received sparked  
¢ȅƭŜǊΩǎ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ He found the learner nestled deep within. 
Back at school, Tyler received his first ever SOAR award, honored 
for being safe, on task, having an awesome attitude and being 
respectful. He went on to win Outstanding Student at year-end. 
 

Lƴ нлмнΣ Y.¢/Ωǎ wŜŀŘȅ ¢ƻ [ŜŀǊƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ 6,740 
people including 2,351 kids; nearly 2000 parents; more than 590 
volunteers, partners and educators; and over 1,800 citizens and 
donors. 
 

 

Ȱ+"4# ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÖÅÒÙ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÁÔ 
helping keep kids engaged during those 
non-school times ɀ like Spring break, 
Summer, after school, when parents are 
meeting in the evenings, etc. These are 
times that we have traditionally not 
ÂÅÅÎ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÅÎÇÁÇÅ ËÉÄÓȢ ɍ+"4#ȭÓɎ ÕÓÅ 
of technology has also really engaged 
kidÓ ÉÎ ÆÕÎ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇÆÕÌ ×ÁÙÓȦȱ 
 

Scott Rich, Principal 
McCarver Elementary School 
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ȰDuring Spring Break Camp and Camp 
Peace Summer School, our students 
loved using the PBS KIDS online learning 
ÇÁÍÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÅÁÒÌÙ ÇÁÉÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓËÉÌÌÓȢȱ 

Michael Power 
Manager Of Educational Programs 

Tacoma Housing Authority 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                  

ñThe Ready To Learn Activities gave our kids access to 

learning at times they normally would not have it. They 

were excited about it. They talked about it. They told me 

what they were doing at the museum and on Spring break 

and during Summer activitiesé.. it helped our kids a lot. 
 

Carol Ramm-Garmenz, Counselor 
McCarver Elementary School 

 

KBTC reaches out to over two 
million western Washington 
homes  from the Canadian 
border to the Oregon border.  
 

Nearly 600,000 households 
tune to KBTC each week. 
 

In 2012, KBTCΩǎ άŀƭƭ-Řŀȅέ 
audience ratings increased by 
43% - Primetime viewing grew 
86% (July ς July). 
  

Y.¢/Ωǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎs, 
studio tours and education 
events connected personally 
with nearly 7,000 kids and  
more than  4,500 adults. 
 
 
 
 

  

                                

As part of the PBS Kids Go! Writers and Illustrators 
Contest, 21 kids and 17 adults came to the KBTC studios for 
an interactive workshop to help the kids tell stories with 
art. The workshop was designed and led by our partner, 
Live Paint. 
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Evaluating Outcomes, Measuring Impact  

 KBTC  IS A SERVICE OF  

We are dedicated to lifelong learning. From the innocence of youth 

to the wisdom of age, our programs and community partnerships 

invite each person to explore the diversity of the arts, sciences, 

literature and humanities. We seek for clarity of a ll points of view, 

maintaining traditional journalistic integrity and thoughtful debate.  

 


